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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘ The parish of St. Mary's Star of the Sea Catholic
Church, Hooper's Island, has two buildings of the nineteenth
century. On the north side of the road stands the early
nineteenth century Chapel, 29' x 23'. The exterior of the
small 'A' roof structure has been restored with beaded clap-
board, 12/12 sash and a paneled double door with transom.
Possibly the building was moved from the other church as
the piers are new and there are no traces of graves nearby.
H. D. Forman mentions the structure in "01ld Buildings,
Cardens & Furniture In Tidewater Maryland", (Cambridge, Md.
1967). It might be pointed out that this structure greatly
resembles the earlier chapel of Grace P.E. Church, Taylor's
|  Island, although neither building retains original pews.

Both have a simple sloping balcony with plain balustrade,
i supported on round columns. They both also possess quasi-
inverted tray ceilings.

The late nineteenth century church, still in use, 1s

a larger structure built in the late Gothic Revival style.
It is three bays deep, with lancet windows having stained
glass in the moveable sash and in both gables is a large
rose window with quatrefoil design. In the facade, flank-
ing the two lancet windows is a small vestibule. At the
| apex of the roof is a small square bell tower. On the rear
of the chapel is an apse or sanctuary from which are leanto
|  additions on both sides. Like its earlier predecessor,
St. Mary's is a simple country chapel with a hint of arch-
itectural sophistication.
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St. Mary's Church is the earliest Catholic church
standing in Dorchester County. Although 1769 is the date
given for the construction of the building, 1t appears
to be about the same date as Grace P.E. church on Taylor's
Island (1819). The newer church is also a significant
building for a turn-of-the-century chapel.

"Tt was Richard Tubman II who built, on a corner of
his plantation, the first Catholic Church in Dorchester
County. He gave the land in 1769 and the church was named
St. Mary, Star of the Sea and also called St. Mary's Chapel.
This tiny wooden structure is still standing a short dis-
tance from the present St. Mary, Star of the Sea structure
and is presently in the process of restoration. It 1s one
of the oldest church structures in Maryland and was used
as a church for 103 years until 1872."

The structure of the first St. Mary, Star of the Sea
(also referred to as The Tubman Chapel and St. Mary's Chapel)
was sold to the county of Dorchester in 1872 and thereafter
used as a schoolhouse for the next 52 years until 1925
when it was apparently abondonded and gradual deterioration
set in. However, on August 1, 1961, Father Eugene Biggins,
Pastor, wrote to the people of St. Mary, Star of Sea:

"We have acquired the old church property. Our Bishop
thought it fitting for us to have i1t. I take this occa-
sion, therefore to thank Mr. & Mrs. John Russell Phillips,
who wanted the church to have the property, and Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Belfiore and Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Edgeworth (Washington
& Baltimore Co.) who so generously and graciously donated
the o0ld church property to St. Mary, Star of the Sea."
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| The Catholic Church of Dorset, 1972.

Forman, H. C., 0l1d Buildings Gardens and Furniture, Tide-
water Publishers, Cambridge, 1967, p. 142-L5.

Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University
| Press, New York, 1947, p. 408
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iAcreage Justification:

| District 6, Map 84, p. 25 (old), Ref, 003/070, 124/377
5 p. 26 (new), Ref, 003/070, 002/044
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NAME AND TITLE:

' Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant

DRGANIZATIDN DATE o
Maryland Historical Trust [NOV;L_1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

| Shaw House, 21 State Circle

CITY OR TDWN: FTATE

_Annapolis Maryland 21401

~“Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property 1is:
National { State Local
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